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"This book provides the reader with understanding of the phenomenon
of silent resistance, collecting and presenting research on it.
Regulating, governing or controlling human activity often generates
open resistance, which has been studied from the points of view of
democracy, civil disobedience or political activism, for example.
However, power relations and conflicts can also involve another kind of
resistance, which may not necessarily even be recognised as resistance
at first. It can be called silent, passive, invisible or everyday resistance.
Silent resistance is a way of the subjugated or otherwise marginalised
to challenge the dominant rules or systems. Because it does not
proclaim resistance but rather tries to stay out of publicity, it is risk-
free and low-profile activity that is seemingly non-political — and you
can get away with it.Silent resistance can take many different forms: it



may appear, for example, as silence and grumbling, isolation, avoiding
and hindering issues or shifting attention to something irrelevant. The
importance of everyday resistance rises from the signals of small
networks in a situation where open confrontation is not possible or
desired, but total inactivity is not an option either. Moreover, silent
resistance remaining in the margin cannot be considered separate from
open resistance, but as an important part in the process of realising
more open resistance. Although power relations serve as the event
framework of the phenomenon, silent resistance is a weapon not only
in the hands of the subjugated. Its tactics can also be used by those
who hold power.With the articles in the book, the reader can follow the
most diverse situations of silent resistance through both historical and
contemporary events. The cases outline different forms of silent
resistance, as well as its mechanisms and motives. The articles in the
collection reveal aspects of sociology, cultural anthropology, cultural
research, youth research and historical research. This emphasises the
wide spectrum of silent resistance, its loudness and multidisciplinary
character.



