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Political theology is a distinctly modern problem, one that takes shape
in some of the most important theoretical writings of the twentieth and
twenty-first centuries. But its origins stem from the early modern
period, in medieval iconographies of sacred kinship and the critique of
traditional sovereignty mounted by Hobbes and Spinoza. In this book,
Graham Hammill and Julia Reinhard Lupton assemble established and
emerging scholars in early modern studies to examine the role played
by sixteenth- and seventeenth-century literature and thought in
modern conceptions of political theology. Political Theology and Early
Modernity explores texts by Shakespeare, Machiavelli, Milton, and
others that have served as points of departure for such thinkers as
Schmitt, Strauss, Benjamin, and Arendt. Written from a spectrum of
positions ranging from renewed defenses of secularism to attempts to
reconceive the religious character of collective life and literary
experience, these essays probe moments of productive conflict,
disavowal, and entanglement in politics and religion as they pass
between early modern and modern scenes of thought. This stimulating
collection is the first to answer not only how Renaissance and baroque
literature help explain the persistence of political theology in modernity
and postmodernity, but also how the reemergence of political theology
as an intellectual and political problem deepens our understanding of
the early modern period.
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"Combat drones are transforming attitudes about the use of military
force. Military casualties and the costs of conflict sap public support for
war and for political and military leaders. Combat drones offer an
unprecedented ability to reduce these costs by increasing accuracy,
reducing the risks to civilians, and protecting military personnel from
harm. These advantages should make drone strikes more popular than
operations involving ground troops. Yet many critics believe drone
warfare will make political leaders too willing to authorize wars,
weakening constraints on the use of force. Because combat drones are
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relatively new, these arguments have been based on anecdotes, a
handful of public opinion polls, or theoretical speculation. Drones and
Support for the Use of Force uses experimental research to analyze the
effects of combat drones on Americans' support for the use of force.
The authors' findings-that drones have had important but nuanced
effects on support for the use of force-have implications for
democratic control of military action and civil-military relations and
provide insight into how the proliferation of military technologies
influences foreign policy."


