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This book presents a systematic philosophical and historical analysis of
operating systems (0S). The discussion starts with the evolution of OSs
since before their birth. It continues with a comprehensive
philosophical analysis grounded in technical aspects. Coverage looks at
software and (where appropriate) hardware as well as their historical
developments. The authors not only offer historical and philosophical
reflections on operating systems. They also explore the programs they
coordinate and trace the epsitemic and ontological consequences of
their designs. Each chapter investigates one or more overlapping
fragments of this fascinating history. These include: the birth of the
UNIX system and the development of early systems and prototypes; a
conceptual analysis of the plurality of systems; an investigation into
business, ethical, and aesthetics aspects related to operating systems;
and logical principles of formal languages. This book will interest
researchers from a diversity of backgrounds. It will appeal to historians,
philosophers, as well as logicians and computer scientists who want to
engage with topics relevant to the history and philosophy of
programming and more specifically that of operating systems.


