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Mouth actions in sign languages have been controversially discussed
but the sociolinguistic factors determining their form and functions
remain uncertain. This first empirical analysis of mouth actions in Irish
Sign Language focuses on correlations with gender, age, and word
class. It contributes to the linguistic description of ISL, research into
non-manuals in sign languages, and is relevant for the cross-modal
study of word classes.
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Examining the rapid transition in Iran from a modernizing,
westernizing, secularizing monarchy (1941-79) to a hard-line,
conservative, clergy-run Islamic republic (1979-), this book focuses on
the ways this process has impacted the Qashga'i-a rural, nomadic,
tribally organized, Turkish-speaking, ethnic minority of a million and a
half people who are dispersed across the southern Zagros Mountains.
Analysing the relationship between the tribal polity and each of the two
regimes, the book goes on to explain the resilience of the people's
tribal organizations, kinship networks, and politicized ethn



