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One of the prevailing myths about the American family is that there
once existed a harmonious family with three generations living
together, and that this ""ideal"" family broke down under the impact of
urbanization and industrialization. The essays in Families, History, and
Social Change challenge this myth and provide dramatic revisions of
simplistic notions about change in the American family. In these
interdisciplinary essays that are deeply rooted in history, Hareven
provides important perspectives on family relations in the present,
dispels myths about family relations in the



