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A book about numbers sounds rather dull. This one is not. Instead it is
a lively story about one thread of mathematics-the concept of "number"
­ told by eight authors and organized into a historical narrative that
leads the reader from ancient Egypt to the late twentieth century. It is a
story that begins with some of the simplest ideas of mathematics and
ends with some of the most complex. It is a story that mathematicians,
both amateur and professional, ought to know. Why write about
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numbers? Mathematicians have always found it diffi­ cult to develop
broad perspective about their subject. While we each view our specialty
as having roots in the past, and sometimes having connec­ tions to
other specialties in the present, we seldom see the panorama of
mathematical development over thousands of years. Numbers attempts
to give that broad perspective, from hieroglyphs to K-theory, from
Dedekind cuts to nonstandard analysis.
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This book re-examines the Nixon administration's attitude and
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approach to the European integration project. The formulation of US
policy towards European integration in the Nixon presidential years
(1969-1974) was conditioned by the perceived relative decline of the
United States, Western European emergence and competition, the
feared Communist expansionism, and US national interests. Against
that backdrop, the Nixon administration saw the need to re-evaluate its
policy on Western Europe and the integration process on this continent.
Underpinning this study is the extensive use of newly-released archival
materials from the Nixon Presidential Library and Museum, the Library
of Congress, and the State Department. Furthermore, the work is based
on the public papers in the American Presidency Project and the
materials on the topic of European integration and unification in the
Archive of European Integration. Finally, the study has extensively used
newspaper archives as well as the declassified online documents,
memoirs and diaries of former US officials. Mining these sources made
it possible to shed new light on the complexity and dynamism of the
Nixon administration's policy towards European integration.


