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Sommario/riassunto

Value and Vulnerability brings together scholars of many religions--
including Catholicism, Buddhism, Judaism, Hinduism, Eastern
Orthodoxy, Protestantism, Islam, and Humanism--to identify and
examine conceptions and interpretations of dignity within different
religious and philosophical perspectives and their applications to
contemporary issues of conflict, such as gendered, religious, and racial
violence, immigration, ecology, and religious peacemaking. Value and
Vulnerability also includes response chapters that clarify and refine
these interpretations from interfaith perspectives. Through this volume,
Matthew R. Petrusek and Jonathan Rothchild offer recommendations for
advancing the conversation about dignity within and among traditions
and for addressing urgent global issues and threats to dignity.
Together, Petrusek, Rothchild, and the contributors create a
comparative framework constituted by seven questions: What sources
justify dignity's existence, nature, and purpose? What is the relationship
between the divine and human dignity? What is the relationship
between dignity and the human body? Is dignity vulnerable or
invulnerable to moral harm? Is dignity inherent or attained? Is dignity
universal and equal? Is dignity practical? Through its systematic,
comparative, interdisciplinary, and practical dimensions, Value and
Vulnerability fills in the gaps in contemporary theological,

philosophical, and ethical discourses on dignity. --
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Introduction -- Our Earth, our Oceans, the Sky, the Moon -- Mars,
Planets, Stars -- Coda.

In this book, Giovanni Bignami, the outstanding Italian scientist and
astronomer, takes the reader on a journey through the “seven spheres”,
from our own planet to neighboring stars. The author offers a gripping
account of the evolution of Homo Sapiens to the stage where our
species is developing capabilities, in the form of new energy propulsion
systems, that will enable us to conquer space. The reader will learn how



we first expanded our activities to reach beyond our planet, to the
Moon, and how nuclear energy, nuclear fusion, and matter—antimatter
annihilation will enable us to extend our exploration. After Mars and
Jupiter we shall finally reach the nearest stars, which we now know are
surrounded by numerous planets, some of which are bound to be
habitable. The book includes enticing descriptions of such newly
discovered planets and also brings alive key historical characters in our
story, such as Jules Verne and Werner von Braun.



