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As with the author’s recent books Extreme Explosions and Under a
Crimson Sun, the complex topic of star clusters is broken down and
made accessible with clear links to other areas of astronomy in a
language which the non-specialist can easily read and enjoy. The full
range of a star cluster's lifespan is depicted, as both globular and open
clusters are tracked from birth to eventual death. Why is it some are
dense conglomerates of stars while others are looser associations? Are
the young, brilliant clusters seen in neighboring galaxies such as the
Large Magellanic Cloud, M33 or M82 analogous to the ancient
globulars seen in the Milky Way? How will these clusters change as their
stars wane and die? More interestingly, how does living in a dense star
cluster affect the fates of the stars and any attendant planets that
accompany them?   Star clusters form many of the most dazzling
objects in the astronomers’ catalogs. Many amateur astronomers are
interested in exploring how these objects are created and what it would
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be like to live among these objects. From the historical views of how
star clusters came about to the most recent assumptions about how
stars within these clusters evolve, different strands of science, from
observation to theory, are woven together into a compelling
investigation specifically targeted at amateur astronomers.
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How can small cities make an impact in a globalizing world dominated
by ‘world cities’ and urban development strategies aimed at increasing
agglomeration? This book addresses the challenges of smaller cities
trying to put themselves on the map, attract resources and initiate
development. Placemaking has become an important tool for driving
urban development that is sensitive to the needs of communities. This
volume examines the development of creative placemaking practices
that can help to link small cities to external networks, stimulate
collaboration and help them make the most of the opportunities
presented by the knowledge economy. The authors argue that the
adoption of more strategic, holistic placemaking strategies that engage
all stakeholders can be a successful alternative to copying bigger
places. Drawing on a range of examples from around the world, they
analyse small city development strategies and identify key success
factors. This book focuses on the case of ‘s-Hertogenbosch, a small
Dutch city that used cultural programming to link itself to global
networks and stimulate economic, cultural, social and creative
development. It advocates the use of cultural programming strategies
as a more flexible alternative to traditional top-down planning
approaches and as a means of avoiding copying the big city.


