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The beginning astronomical observer passes through a series of stages.
The initial stage is hugely exciting and gives beginners a real buzz as
they discover some of the faint fuzzy objects, markings on the planets,
rings around Saturn and the craters on the Moon. But as novice
stargazers progress, they want to know what more there is than

looking at faint fuzzy blobs or indistinct planet markings. Many novices
jump to the conclusion — wrongly — that they need to spend lots of



money on expensive equipment to progress. “From Casual Stargazer
to Amateur Astronomer” has been written specifically to address this
group of budding amateur astronomers. Astronomy is much more than
a quick sightseeing tour. Patient observers who develop their skills will
start to appreciate what they are seeing, knowing exactly what to look
out for on any particular night. Equally important, they will learn what
not to expect to see. This guide is for those who want to develop their
observing skills beyond mere sightseeing, learning some of the
techniques used to carry out enjoyable — and scientifically useful —
observations. It will also direct readers to information to make
informed choices about what can be seen and when. All beginners who
are keen to develop their skills as an amateur astronomer can profit
from the advice and gain much more from their time out observing.



