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How do couples build intimacy in an era that valorizes independence
and self-responsibility? How can a man be a good husband when full-
time jobs are scarce? How can unmarried women find fulfillment and
recognition outside of normative relationships? How can a person
express their sexuality when there is no terminology that feels right? In
contemporary Japan, broad social transformations are reflected and
refracted in changing intimate relationships. As the Japanese
population ages, the low birth rate shrinks the population, and decades
of recession radically restructure labor markets, Japanese intimate
relationships, norms, and ideals are concurrently shifting.This volume
explores a broad range of intimate practices in Japan in the first
decades of the 2000s to trace how social change is becoming manifest
through deeply personal choices. From young people making decisions
about birth control to spouses struggling to connect with each other,
parents worrying about stigma faced by their adopted children, and
queer people creating new terms to express their identifications,
Japanese intimacies are commanding a surprising amount of attention,
both within and beyond Japan. With ethnographic analysis focused on
how intimacy is imagined, enacted, and discussed, the volume's
chapters offer rich and complex portraits of how people balance
personal desires with feasible possibilities and shifting social norms.
Intimate Japan will appeal to scholars and students in anthropology and
Japanese or Asian studies, particularly those focusing on gender,
kinship, sexuality, and labor policy. The book will also be of interest to
researchers across social science subject areas, including sociology,
political science, and psychology.
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Networks of Echoes: Imitation, Innovation and Invisible Leaders is a
mathematically rigorous and data rich book on a fascinating area of the
science and engineering of social webs.  There are hundreds of
complex network phenomena whose statistical properties are described
by inverse power laws.  The phenomena of interest are not arcane
events that we encounter only fleetingly, but are events that dominate
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our lives. We examine how this intermittent statistical behavior
intertwines itself with what appears to be the organized activity of
social groups.  The book is structured as answers to a sequence of
questions such as: How are decisions reached in elections and
boardrooms?  How is the stability of a society undermined by zealots
and committed minorities, and how is that stability re-
established?  Can we learn to answer such questions about human
behavior by studying the way flocks of birds retain their formation
when eluding a predator?  These questions and others are answered
using a generic model of a complex dynamic network—one whose
global behavior is determined by a symmetric interaction among
individuals based on social imitation. The complexity of the network is
manifest in time series resulting from self-organized critical dynamics
that have divergent first and second moments, are non-stationary,
non-ergodic, and non-Poisson.  How phase transitions in the network
dynamics influence such activity as decision making is a fascinating
story and provides a context for introducing many of the mathematical
ideas necessary for understanding complex networks in general.  The
decision making model (DMM) is selected to emphasize that there are
features of complex webs that supersede specific mechanisms and
need to be understood from a general perspective.  This insightful
overview of recent tools and their uses may serve as an introduction
and curriculum guide in related courses.


