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Living organisms are subject to fluctuating environmental conditions.
Whereas most animals are able to move away from unfavourable
conditions, plants are sessile and so must cope with whatever comes
their way. Of all the environmental cues that challenge the developing
plant, light can probably be considered to be the most important. In
addition to its key role in plant metabolism, and hence almost all life on
Earth, where it drives the process of photosynthesis, light energy also
acts to regulate plant growth and development. Light quantity, quality,
direction and diurnal and seasonal duratio
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This book reflects the experience of the Rizzoli Orthopedic Institute
during more than 100 years of treatment of musculoskeletal tumor and
tumorlike lesions. It presents a wide range of lesions from a
multidisciplinary perspective, highlighting pertinent clinical,

radiological, and histological correlations. Treatment is briefly reported
for each entity. In addition, the more recent biomolecular findings of
use for diagnosis, prognosis, and treatment are carefully

analyzed. The Rizzoli case archive spans more than a century, the first
treated case dating back to 28 September 1900, and contains the
original material — clinical charts, imaging, paraffin blocks, and
histological slides — of more than 40,000 cases, including about 29,000
bone lesions and 11,000 soft tissue lesions. This book reports the most
relevant entities and reflects the improvements in knowledge of
musculoskeletal tumors as presented during the yearly international
course held at the Rizzoli Institute.



