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This timely book offers revealing insights into the changing role of
China in world governance as exemplified by the Silk Road Initiative,
the People’s Republic’s first published major initiative for external
affairs. Focusing on various aspects of the Silk Road Initiative,
particularly those that are largely neglected in current discussions,
including culture and philosophy, finance and investment,
environmental protection and social responsibility, judiciary and
lawyers, the authors explore a wide range of contexts in which China’s
role as an emerging power in international relations and international
law is examined. In the current era of ever-increasing populism,
protectionism and challenges to globalization, the authors explore the
Chinese philosophy underpinning Chinese norms of regional and
international development. Bearing in mind the political and economic
uncertainties hampering the establishment of such norms, the authors
offer crucial insights into how the Silk Road Initiative could or should
be developed and regulated. Given its depth of coverage, the book is an
indispensable read for anyone interested in the Initiative and its social-
legal implications.



