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This book develops a more nuanced, and technically rigorous, account
of persons and groups in the context of intentional action and
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responsibility. Until now criminologists have taken groups as fairly
straightforward associations and neglected the technical – and
problematic – issues of how intention and action both structure
membership and action. Amatrudo also assesses the often-overlooked
fleeting nature of many groups and the overstated continuity of group
membership, and this book has radical implications for the way we
describe criminal groupings e.g. “criminal” groups with their loose
bonds but tight sense of intentionality from criminogenic groups with
their tight bonds and loose sense of intentionality. A key issue
investigated here is the implications involved for people incarcerated
on joint criminal enterprise charges and gang membership-related
charges; and this timely topic will be of great interest to academics and
students of Criminology, Law, Sociology and a variety ofother Social
Sciences. The volume will also be useful for lawyers, social workers,
community workers and others involved in the criminal justice system.


