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performance qui est a la base méme du sport. Méme si les clubs
restent attachés au role éducatif de celui-ci, il n’en reste pas moins que
la pratique de la compétition, individuelle ou collective, est la raison d’
étre des clubs. La performance est ainsi liée a la compétition. Aux
enjeux traditionnels du sport de compétition, qui visaient
essentiellement la valorisation de I'exploit individuel, sont venus s’
adjoindre de nouveaux enjeux de portée internationale dont I'espoir de
prestige et I'ouverture de nouveaux marchés économiques constituent,
pour chaque pays concerné, les objectifs les plus stimulants.
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This book is a comprehensive and intensive book for graduate students
in fluid dynamics as well as scientists, engineers and applied
mathematicians. Offering a systematic introduction to the physical
theory of vortical flows at graduate level, it considers the theory of
vortical flows as a branch of fluid dynamics focusing on shearing
process in fluid motion, measured by vorticity. It studies vortical flows
according to their natural evolution stages,from being generated to
dissipated. As preparation, the first three chapters of the book provide
background knowledge for entering vortical flows. The rest of the book
deals with vortices and vortical flows, following their natural evolution
stages. Of various vortices the primary form is layer-like vortices or
shear layers, and secondary but stronger form is axial vortices mainly
formed by the rolling up of shear layers. Problems are given at the end
of each chapter and Appendix, some for helping understanding the
basic theories, and some involving specific applications; but the



emphasis of both is always on physical thinking.



