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This collection examines cloth as a material and consumer object from
early periods to the twenty-first century, across multiple oceanic sites-
from Zanzibar, Muscat and Kampala to Ajanta, Srivijaya and Osaka. It
moves beyond usual focuses on a single fibre (such as cotton) or place
(such as India) to provide a fresh, expansive perspective of the ocean as
an "interaction-based arena," with an internal dynamism and historical
coherence forged by material exchange and human relationships.
Contributors map shifting social, cultural and commercial circuits to
chart the many histories of cloth across the region. They also trace
these histories up to the present with discussions of contemporary
trade in Dubai, Zanzibar, and Eritrea. Richly illustrated, this collection
brings together new and diverse strands in the long story of textiles in
the Indian Ocean, past and present.
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The Environmental Protection Agency's estimate of the costs associated
with implementing numeric nutrient criteria in Florida's waterways was
significantly lower than many stakeholders expected. This discrepancy
was due, in part, to the fact that the Environmental Protection Agency's
analysis considered only the incremental cost of reducing nutrients in
waters it considered "newly impaired" as a result of the new criteria-not
the total cost of improving water quality in Florida. The incremental
approach is appropriate for this type of assessment, but the
Environmental Protection Agency's cost analysis would have been more
accurate if it better described the differences between the new numeric
criteria rule and the narrative rule it would replace, and how the
differences affect the costs of implementing nutrient reductions over
time, instead of at a fixed time point. Such an analysis would have

more accurately described which pollutant sources, for example
municipal wastewater treatment plants or agricultural operations,

would bear the costs over time under the different rules and would

have better illuminated the uncertainties in making such cost

estimates.



