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In the early twentieth century, Chinese intellectuals came to realize that
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Westerners surpassed them not only in knowledge of the world, but
also in knowledge of China itself. A rising generation of Chinese
scientists, engineers, and administrators was eager to address this
state of affairs and began to retrace the footsteps of Western explorers
who had crisscrossed China during the preceding century. The nine
case studies assembled in this book show how a new cohort of
professional Chinese explorers traveled, studied, appropriated, and
reshaped national space from the 1920s to the 1950s. In some
instances, the explorers drew directly from the fieldwork practices of
their Western predecessors. In others, they trained compilers to collect
and systematize local knowledge that could be passed up the
administrative hierarchy to government and national institutions. Their
projects helped to claim natural resources, prepare for infrastructural
development, and create new institutionalized knowledge and public
engagement with textual representations of China’s geobody. This
book elucidates the ways in which knowledge production in early
twentieth-century China centered on space and contributed to China’s
transformation into a modern nation-state.
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Action theory is the object of growing attention in a variety of scientific
disciplines, and this is the first volume to offer a synthetic view of the
range of approaches possible in the topic. The volume focuses on the
nexus of formal action theory with a startlingly diverse set of subjects,
which range from logic, linguistics, artificial intelligence, and automata
theory to jurisprudence, deontology, and economics. It covers
semantic, mathematical and logical aspects of action, showing how the
problem of action breaks the boundaries of traditional branches of
logic located in syntactics and semantics and now lies on lies on the
borderline between logical pragmatics and praxeology. The chapters
here focus on specialized tasks in formal action theory, beginning with
a thorough description and formalization of the language of action, and
moving through material on the differing models of action theory to
focus on probabilistic models, the relations of formal action theory to
deontic logic, and its key applications in algorithmic and programming
theory. The coverage thus fills a notable lacuna in the literary corpus,
and offers solid formal underpinning in cognitive science by
approaching the problem of cognition as a composite action of mind.



