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When children are late in hitting developmental milestones, parents
worry. And no delay causes more parental anxiety than late talking,
which is associated in many parents' minds with such serious
conditions as autism and severe intellectual disability. In fact, as
children's speech expert Stephen Camarata points out in this
enlightening book, children are late in beginning to talk for a wide
variety of reasons. For some children, late talking may be a symptom of
other, more serious, problems; for many others, however, it may simply
be a stage with no long-term complications. Camarata describes in
accessible language what science knows about the characteristics and
causes of late talking. He explains that today's greater awareness of
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autism, as well as the expanded definition of autism as a "spectrum" of
symptoms, has increased the chances that a late-talking child will be
diagnosed -- or misdiagnosed -- with autism. But, he reminds us, late
talking is only one of a constellation of autism symptoms. Although all
autistic children are late talkers, not all late-talking children are
autistic.
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Signal processing is the discipline of extracting information from
collections of measurements. To be effective, the measurements must
be organized and then filtered, detected, or transformed to expose the
desired information.  Distortions caused by uncertainty, noise, and
clutter degrade the performance of practical signal processing systems.
In aggressively uncertain situations, the full truth about an underlying
signal cannot be known.  This book develops the theory and practice of
signal processing systems for these situations that extract useful,
qualitative information using the mathematics of topology -- the study
of spaces under continuous transformations.  Since the collection of
continuous transformations is large and varied, tools which are
topologically-motivated are automatically insensitive to substantial
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distortion. The target audience comprises practitioners as well as
researchers, but the book may also be beneficial for graduate students.


