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Research into social systems is challenging due to their complex
nature. Traditional methods of analysis are often difficult to apply
effectively as theories evolve over time. This can be due to a lack of
appropriate data, or too much uncertainty. It can also be the result of
problems which are not yet understood well enough in the general
sense so that they can be classified, and an appropriate solution
quickly identified. Simulation is one tool that deals well with these
challenges, fits in well with the deductive process, and is useful for
testing theory. This field is still relatively new, and much of the work is
necessarily innovative, although it builds upon a rich and varied
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foundation. There are a number of existing modelling paradigms being
applied to complex social systems research. Additionally, new methods
and measures are being devised through the process of conducting
research. We expect that readers will enjoy the collection of high
quality research works from new and accomplished researchers.
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In this disturbing yet elegant expose of U.S. penitentiaries and their
surrounding communities, Sasha Abramsky shows how American



prisons have abandoned their long-held ideal of rehabilitation, often

for political reasons. After surveying our current state of affairs-life
sentences for nonviolent crimes, appalling conditions for inmates, the
growth of private prisons, the treatment of juveniles-Abramsky argues
that our punitive policies are not only inhuman but deeply
counterproductive. Brilliantly researched and compellingly told,
American Furies reveals the devastating consequences of a society that
believes in "lock 'em up and throw away the key." From the Trade
Paperback edition.



