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Historians of political thought have argued that the real Machiavelli is
the republican thinker and theorist of civic virtu. Machiavellian Rhetoric
argues in contrast that Renaissance readers were right to see
Machiavelli as a Machiavel, a figure of force and fraud, rhetorical
cunning and deception. Taking the rhetorical Machiavel as a point of
departure, Victoria Kahn argues that this figure is not simply the result
of a naive misreading of Machiavelli but is attuned to the rhetorical
dimension of his political theory in a way that later thematic readings of
Machiavelli are not. Her aim is to provide a revised history of
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Renaissance Machiavellism, particularly in England: one that sees the
Machiavel and the republican as equally valid--and related--readings
of Machiavelli's work. In this revised history, Machiavelli offers a
rhetoric for dealing with the realm of de facto political power, rather
than a political theory with a coherent thematic content; and
Renaissance Machiavellism includes a variety of rhetorically
sophisticated appreciations and appropriations of Machiavelli's own
rhetorical approach to politics. Part | offers readings of The Prince, The
Discourses, and Counter-Reformation responses to Machiavelli. Part Il
discusses the reception of Machiavelli in sixteenth-and seventeenth-
century England. Part 11l focuses on Milton, especially Areopagitica,
Comus, and Paradise Lost.
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General concepts applied in simulations and image analysis --
Multidisciplinary Scientific Visualization in European R&D Projects -- A
Distributed Architecture for Simulation Environments based on Game
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Engine Systems -- GIDE : Graphic Interface for Discrete Element --
Important Parameters for Digital Image Color Analysis: an Overview --
Medicine Applications -- An Automated System for 3D Segmentation of
CT Angiograms -- Wavelet Compression/Reconstruction and
Visualisation of Pulmonary X-Ray Images for Achieving of Asbestosis
Infected Patients Data -- Materials Applications -- Strain measurement
in an aluminium foam by means of Digital Image Correlation.

This volume aims to stimulate discussions on research involving the
use of data and digital images as an understanding approach for
analysis and visualization of phenomena and experiments. The
emphasis is put not only on graphically representing data as a way of
increasing its visual analysis, but also on the imaging systems which
contribute greatly to the comprehension of real cases. Scientific
Visualization and Imaging Systems encompass multidisciplinary areas,
with applications in many knowledge fields such as Engineering,
Medicine, Material Science, Physics, Geology, Geographic Information
Systems, among others. This book is a selection of 13 revised and
extended research papers presented in the International Conference on
Advanced Computational Engineering and Experimenting -ACE-X
conferences 2010 (Paris), 2011 (Algarve), 2012 (Istanbul) and 2013
(Madrid). The examples were particularly chosen from materials
research, medical applications, general concepts applied in simulations
and image analysis and other interesting related problems.



