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This book traces the evolution of climate change research, which, long
dominated by the natural sciences, now sees greater involvement with
disciplines studying the socio-cultural implications of global warming.
While most of social climate change research focuses on how people
deal with environmental stresses and possible ways of adaptation, this
volume foregrounds the question: What are the theoretical and
methodological challenges of investigating climate change in different
disciplines? In their Introduction, the editors chart the changing role of
the social and cultural sciences in climate change research, delineating
different research strands that have emerged over the past few years.
Part I of the book explores the prospects and challenges of
interdisciplinarity in climate change research, connecting the points of
view of a plant ecologist, a historian and a social anthropologist. Parts
II and III provide ethnographic insights in a wide range of ‘climate
cultures’ by exploring the social and cultural implications of global
warming in particular contexts and communities, stretching from
hunter communities in the High Arctic and the Canadian Subarctic over
Dutch and Cape Verdian island communities and the metropolitan
citizens of Tokyo to pastoralist families in the West African Sahel.
Thereby, Parts II and III explore ethnography’s potential to produce
locally-grounded knowledge about global phenomena, such as climate
change. Uniting the different approaches, all authors engage critically
with the research subject of climate change itself, reflecting on their
own practices of knowledge production and epistemological
presuppositions.


