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This book presents a case study-based analysis of the consequences of
external interventions, critically evaluating them from community
perspectives. Communities — from rural to urban, and around the world
— that are experiencing disasters and changes in climatic variables can
perceive the associated risks and evaluate the impacts of interventions.
Accordingly, community perspectives, including their perceptions,
concerns, awareness, realizations, reactions and expectations,
represent a valuable resource. The case-based analysis of impacts on
communities can provide a ‘means of learning’ from the experiences of
others, thus expanding professionals’ knowledge base, especially
regarding disaster mitigation and climate change adaptation practices
in varied settings. This book offers valuable insights and lessons
learned, in an effort to promote and guide innovative changes in the
current planning, management and governance of human settlements,
helping them face the future challenges of a changing environment. .
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Despite the dominance of scientific explanation in the modern world, at
the beginning of the twenty-first century faith in miracles remains
strong, particularly in resurgent forms of traditional religion. In
Miracles, David L. Weddle examines how five religious traditions—
Hinduism, Judaism, Buddhism, Christianity, and Islam—understand
miracles, considering how they express popular enthusiasm for
wondrous tales, how they provoke official regulation because of their
potential to disrupt authority, and how they are denied by critics within
each tradition who regard belief in miracles as an illusory distraction
from moral responsibility.In dynamic and accessible prose, Weddle
shows us what miracles are, what they mean, and why, despite
overwhelming scientific evidence, they are still significant today: belief
in miracles sustains the hope that, if there is a reality that surpasses
our ordinary lives, it is capable of exercising—from time to time—
creative, liberating, enlightening, and healing power in our world.
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This book examines water security as a prime example of how the
economic, socio-cultural and political-normative systems that regulate
access to water reflect the evolving and gendered power relations
between different societal groups. Access to water is characterized by
inequalities: it depends not only on natural water availability,

but also on the respective socio-political context. It is regulated by
gender-differentiated roles and responsibilities towards the resource,
which are strongly influenced by, among others, tradition, religion,
customary law, geographical availability, as well as the historical and
socio-political context. While gender has been recognized as a key
intervening variable in achieving equitable water access, most studies
fail to acknowledge the deep interrelations between social structures
and patterns of water use. Proof of these shortcomings is the enduring
lack of data on water accessibility, availability and utilization that
sufficiently acknowledges the relational nature of gender and other
categories of power and difference, like class and socioeconomic
status, as well as their comprehensive analysis. This

book addresses this major research gap.



