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The author of this history of mankind’s increasingly successful
attempts to understand, to measure and to map the Earth’s gravity field
(commonly known as ‘little g’ or just ‘g’) has been following in the
footsteps of the pioneers, intermittently and with a variety of
objectives, for more than fifty years. It is a story that begins with
Galileo’s early experiments with pendulums and falling bodies,
progresses through the conflicts between Hooke and Newton and
culminates in the measurements that are now being made from aircraft
and satellites. The spectacular increases in accuracy that have been
achieved during this period provide the context, but the main focus is
on the people, many of whom were notable eccentrics. Also covered are
the reasons WHY these people thought their measurements would be
useful, with emphasis in the later chapters on the place of ‘g’ in today’s
applied geology, and on the ways in which it is providing new and
spectacular visions of our planet. It is also, in part, a personal memoir
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that explores the parallels between the way fieldwork is being done
now and the difficulties that accompanied its execution in the past.
Selected topics in the mathematics of ‘g’ are discussed in a series of
short Codas.


