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The history of flight started with the pioneer era. The introduction of
mechanical controls (including hydraulics) then led to the second era.
Later, with the utilization of computers and automation in aircraft, we
reached the third era. Now, we are moving towards the fourth era of
flight, namely Flight 4.0, which is characterized by “smart” and
“connected” aircraft that extensively exploit emerging information and
communication technologies. Aeronautical informatics is advancing
rapidly through the synergy between information and communication
technologies and aeronautics. Multi-core avionic platforms, wireless
avionics networking, service-oriented architectures and IoT, data
sciences and semantic infrastructures are shaping systems to come.
Increasing autonomy requirements are challenging the community to
investigate new ways to assure safety. Modern software engineering
methodologies and real-time software techniques are altering the
established development practice. Universities are starting to align their
aerospace engineering and computer science curriculums in order to
address this synergy. This book is a unique compilation of
advancements in aeronautical informatics, introducing the changing
technology landscape of flight with respect to a new push in
information and communication technology.


