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This publication provides insight into the agricultural sector. It
illustrates new tendencies in agricultural economics and dynamics
(interrelationship with other sectors in rural zones and
multifunctionality) and the implications of the World Trade
Organization negotiations in the international trade of agricultural
products. Due to environmental problems, availability of budget,
consumer preferences for food safety and pressure from the World
Trade Organization, there are many changes in the agricultural sector.
This book addresses those new developments and provides insights
into possible future developments. The agricultural activity is an
economic sector that is fundamental for a sustainable economic growth
of every country. However, this sector has many particularities, namely
those related with some structural problems (many farms with reduced
dimension, sometimes lack of vocational training of the farmers,
difficulties of put the farmers together in associations and
cooperatives), variations of the productions and prices over the year
and some environmental problems derived from the utilization of
pesticides and fertilizers.


