
UNINA99107861948033211. Record Nr.

Titolo Constellation [[electronic resource] ] : Friedrich Nietzsche and Walter
Benjamin in the now-time of history / / James McFarland

Pubbl/distr/stampa New York, : Fordham University Press, 2013

ISBN 0-8232-4538-1
0-8232-4539-X
0-8232-5068-7
0-8232-5045-8

Descrizione fisica 1 online resource (341 p.)

Disciplina 193

Soggetti LITERARY CRITICISM / Semiotics & Theory

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato

Edizione [1st ed.]

Livello bibliografico

Note generali Description based upon print version of record.

Nota di bibliografia

Nota di contenuto

Includes bibliographical references and index.

Sommario/riassunto

Front matter -- Contents -- Preface -- Abbreviations -- A note on
citations -- Introduction -- Chapter One. Mortal Youth -- Chapter Two.
Presentation -- Chapter Three. Inscription -- Chapter Four.
Collaboration -- Chapter Five. Mad Maturity -- Notes -- Bibliography
-- Index
Constellation is the first extended exploration of the relationship
between Walter Benjamin, the Weimar-era revolutionary cultural critic,
and the radical philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche. The affinity between
these noncontemporaneous thinkers serves as a limit case manifesting
the precariousness and potentials of cultural transmission in a
disillusioned present. In five chapters, Constellation presents the
changing figure of Nietzsche as Benjamin encountered him: an
inspiration to his student activism, an authority for his skeptical
philology, a manifestation of his philosophical nihilism, a companion in
his political exile, and ultimately a subversive collaborator in his efforts
to think beyond the hopeless temporality—new and always the same—
of the present moment in history.
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The book brings together media scholars and practitioners to
deliberate on the role and influence of radio broadcasting in South
Africa over the past 100 years. The publication will add to the existing
body of knowledge on radio in this context by being among one of the
few to consider radio broadcasting in South Africa. Essentially, the book
will make a distinct contribution by providing the following: a historical
account of the development of the sector, an in-depth look at some of
the key people and institutions that have shaped the sector, and a
critique of the medium’s role in community-building and culture
making among others. While the book will provide relevant theoretical
frameworks, it also aims to include the voices of media practitioners
who can reflect on the importance of this medium from a more realistic
perspective. Volume 1 focuses on South African radio stations and
broadcasters in the past and present. .
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This book presents theoretical examinations of why and how
connecting people yields different results from those of the market
mechanism alone. With an ever-greater disparity between the world’s
rich and poor, actions have been taken to remove the imperfections
and remedy malfunctions of the market mechanism. An underlying
theme of these activities is to connect people and make them directly
visible to one another; thus the integrating concept of the “solidarity
economy” emerges. This volume analyzes diverse examples and
practices of solidarity economy. Adam Smith emphasized the
importance of “sympathy” among people and the role of the “impartial
spectator” in order to control otherwise reckless markets. These major
concepts form the basis of a solidarity economy. The examples and
practices in this book are based on this framework. The first is the idea
of social business, promoted by Prof. M. Yunus of the Grameen Bank.
Although the group of five members in the Grameen Bank organization
is considered a system of mutual surveillance by some economists, it is
not a system based on distrust but a mechanism for mutual help and
encouragement. Also examined in this book is organic agriculture,
which adheres to the necessity of face-to-face relationships. It pursues
environmental concerns and food safety by bringing together
consumers and producers in local areas and by sharing knowledge.
When consumers and producers are widely separated, a system of
certification assures consumers that no chemical pesticides and
fertilizers are used. Connecting consumers and producers through
certification systems can be seen as part of fair trade mechanisms.
These mechanisms are applied in certified coffee programs, for
instance, to reduce poverty, to protect the environment, and to
safeguard human rights. This book proposes that all these seemingly
different types of activities can be understood as part of the solidarity
economy. With this unifying theme, the book will be useful for both
theoretical investigations and practical applications.


