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Over several centuries, the Serer of the Siin region of Senegal
developed a complex system of land tenure that resulted in a stable
rural society, productive agriculture, and a well-managed ecosystem.
Dennis Galvan tells the story of what happened when French colonial
rulers, and later the government of the newly independent Senegal,
imposed new systems of land tenure and cultivation on the Serer of
Siin. Galvan's book is a painstaking and skillful autopsy of ruinous
Western-style "rational" economic development policy forced upon a
fragile, yet self-sustaining, society. It is also a disquieting
demonstration of the general folly of such an approach and an attempt
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to articulate a better, more sensitive, and ultimately more productive
model for change-a model Galvan calls "institutional syncretism."
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This book introduces methods for uncertain multi-attribute decision
making including uncertain multi-attribute group decision making and
their applications to supply chain management, investment decision
making, personnel assessment, redesigning products, maintenance
services, military system efficiency evaluation. Multi-attribute decision
making, also known as multi-objective decision making with finite
alternatives, is an important component of modern decision science.
The theory and methods of multi-attribute decision making have been
extensively applied in engineering, economics, management and
military contexts, such as venture capital project evaluation, facility
location, bidding, development ranking of industrial sectors and so on.
Over the last few decades, great attention has been paid to research on
multi-attribute decision making in uncertain settings, due to the
increasing complexity and uncertainty of supposedly objective aspects
and the fuzziness of human thought. This book can be used as a
reference guide for researchers and practitioners working in e.g. the
fields of operations research, information science, management science
and engineering. It can also be used as a textbook for postgraduate
and senior undergraduate students.


