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Soil is a heterogeneous medium which supports more biodiversity per
unit volume than any other system. This book explores how that
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biodiversity is translated into ecological functions supporting plant
growth by providing both essential minerals for plant growth and other
growth promoting factors like pathogen suppression. Interactions
between plants and associated soil organisms evolve through trophic
and non-trophic feedback mechanisms which are moderated by plant-
plant interactions (allelopathy), invasive plant species and land use
change and pollution. These factors are discussed in natural,
agricultural and urban soil systems to provide a framework for a
holistic understanding of soil as a dynamic living entity.


