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Biological models are known as living systems needed for experimental
studies. On similar objects one could analyze characteristics, features,
and laws of biological processes occurred in real complex organisms,
but also clearly seen in more simple living systems, better suitable for
experimental studies. In fundamental studies of plant excretory
function various simple model systems also may be used. Modeling of
processes is one of the experimental approaches to study mechanisms
of intercellular signaling in chemical communication of organisms. Not
much we know about cellular models can be used in vital regime
without fixation and vivisection. That is why similar model systems are
of our interest today. Plant model systems suitable for vital microscopic
analysis of excretory function studied by the author the last 15 years
are represented in this monograph. Attention is paid to new cellular
models that permit to estimate the accumulation and release of the
secretions, their biological effects, including signaling and contacts
with other cells.
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The Pacific-Asia Conference on Knowledge Discovery and Data Mining
(PAKDD) is a leading international conference in the area of data mining
and knowledge discovery. It provides an international forum for
researchers and industry practitioners to share their new ideas, original
research results and practical development experiences from all KDD-
related areas including data mining, data warehousing, machine
learning, databases, statistics, knowledge acquisition and automatic
scientific discovery, data visualization, causality induction, and
knowledge-based systems. This year’s conference (PAKDD 2005) was
the ninth of the PAKDD series, and carried the tradition in providing
high-quality technical programs to facilitate research in knowledge
discovery and data mining. It was held in Hanoi, Vietnam at the Melia
Hotel, 18–20 May 2005. We are pleased to provide some statistics
about PAKDD 2005. This year we received 327 submissions (a 37%
increase over PAKDD 2004), which is the highest number of
submissions since the first PAKDD in 1997) from 28 countries/regions:
Australia (33), Austria (1), Belgium (2), Canada (11), China (91),
Switzerland (2), France (9), Finland (1), Germany (5), Hong Kong (11),
Indonesia (1), India (2), Italy (2), Japan (21), Korea (51), Malaysia (1),
Macau (1), New Zealand (3), Poland (4), Pakistan (1), Portugal (3),
Singapore (12), Taiwan (19), Thailand (7), Tunisia (2), UK (5), USA (31),
and Vietnam (9). The submitted papers went through a rigorous
reviewing process. Each submission was reviewed by at least two
reviewers, and most of them by three or four reviewers.


