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Transregional and regional elites of various backgrounds were essential
for the integration of diverse regions into the early Islamic Empire, from
Central Asia to North Africa. This volume is an important contribution
to the conceptualization of the largest empire of Late Antiquity. While
previous studies used Iraq as the paradigm for the entire empire, this
volume looks at diverse regions instead. After a theoretical introduction
to the concept of 'elites' in an early Islamic context, the papers focus on
elite structures and networks within selected regions of the Empire
(Transoxiana, Khursn, Armenia, Frs, Iraq, al-Jazra, Syria, Egypt, and
Ifrqiya). The papers analyze elite groups across social, religious,
geographical, and professional boundaries. Although each region
appears unique at first glance, based on their heterogeneous surviving
sources, its physical geography, and its indigenous population and
elites, the studies show that they shared certain patterns of governance
and interaction, and that this was an important factor for the success of
the largest empire of Late Antiquity.
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Abiotic stress drastically limits agricultural crop productivity worldwide.
Climate change threatens the sustainable agriculture with its rapid and
unpredictable effects, making it difficult for agriculturists and farmers
to respond to the challenges cropping up from environmental
stresses. In light of population growth and climate changes, investment
in agriculture is the only way to avert wide scale food shortages. This
challenge comes at a time when plant sciences are witnessing
remarkable progress in understanding the fundamental processes of
plant growth and development. Plant researchers have identified genes
controlling different aspects of plant growth and development, but
many challenges still exist in creating an apt infrastructure, access to
bioinformatics, and good crop results. Improvement of Crops in the Era
of Climatic Changes, Volume 2 focuses on many existing opportunities
that can be applied methodically through conventional breeding,
without touching upon the latest discoveries such as the power of
genomics to applied breeding in plant biology.Written by a
diverse faction of internationally famed scholars, this volume adds new
horizons in the field of crop improvement, genetic engineering and
abiotic stress tolerance. Comprehensive and lavishly illustrated,
Improvement of Crops in the Era of Climatic Changes, Volume 2 is a
state-of-the-art guide to recent developments vis-à-vis various
aspects of plant responses in molecular and biochemical ways to create
strong yields and overall crop improvement.


