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This Companion presents the current state of criticism in the field of
American fiction from the earliest declarations of nationhood to
secession and civil war. Draws heavily on historical and cultural
contexts in its consideration of American fiction Relates the fiction of
the period to conflicts about territory and sovereignty and to issues of
gender, race, ethnicity and identity Covers different forms of fiction,
including children's literature, sketches, polemical pieces, historical
romances, Gothic novels and novels of exploration Consid
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This book analyzes what is currently known about functional and
ecological xylem anatomy. In addition to serving as a source of
information to professionals, instructors, and advanced students in
plant science and forestry, the inherent beauty of xylem that is
apparent in many images will be a source of inspiration to readers who
are not yet familiar with the topic. This work offers a unique
combination of scientific insight based on thorough experimental work
and beautiful images, which often speak for themselves. The beauty of
xylem is evident at different scales; from views of striking tree ring
patterns and vascular networks in fern fronds, conifer needles, and
angiosperm leaves, to microscopic images of developing pits.
Functional and Ecological Xylem Anatomy not only serves as a source of
information, but also of inspiration.



