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Sommario/riassunto Long description: These Lecture Notes provide an introduction to

classical statistical mechanics. The first part presents classical results,
mainly due to L. Boltzmann and J.W. Gibbs, about equilibrium statistical
mechanics of continuous systems. Among the topics covered are:
kinetic theory of gases, ergodic problem, Gibbsian formalism,

derivation of thermodynamics, phase transitions and thermodynamic
limit. The second part is devoted to an introduction to the study of
classical spin systems with special emphasis on the Ising model. The
material is presented in a way that is at once intuitive, systematic and
mathematically rigorous. The theoretical part is supplemented with
concrete examples and exercises.
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sake of reviving a sluggish economy during the financial crisis. The aim
of the present volume is to present a thorough and fundamental
analysis of the Fed in the recent past, as well as over the entire course
of its history. In evaluating the origin, structure, and performance of
the Fed, the contributors to this volume critically apply the principles of
Austrian monetary and business-cycle theory. It is argued that the Fed
has done harm to the U.S. and, increasingly, the global economy by
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downturn or hindered a budding recovery. The book contains not only
a critical analysis of the activities of the Fed over its history, but also a
road map with directions for the future.



