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Aux XIVe et XVe siécles, les échelles du Levant attiraient de nombreux
commergants occidentaux qui venaient y acheter les précieuses épices
venues d'Asie. Parmi ces marchands, les historiens ont jusqu'a présent
plutét négligé un groupe original, celui des Barcelonais, que le présent
ouvrage étudie a la lumiere d'une documentation abondante et
largement inédite. Avec I'appui de leur souverain et des édiles de la
capitale catalane, ces négociants se dotérent d'une flotte nombreuse
qui leur permit d'établir de fructueuses relations d'import-export avec

le sultanat mamelouk d'Egypte et de Syrie. lls connurent souvent une
remarquable ascension sociale qui stimulait leur appétit de pouvoir au
sein de la cité et provoqua donc d'inévitables conflits avec les membres
de l'oligarchie municipale. En définitive, malgré la concurrence directe
de Venise et de Génes, ses puissantes rivales, Barcelone s'affirma
comme un p6le de premiére importance dans I'expansion commerciale
européenne qui se déploya alors a travers la Méditerranée et dont le
dynamisme remet en question l'idée répandue d'une conjoncture
économique profondément et durablement déprimée pendant |' «
automne du Moyen Age ».
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Invocation: Time to tune in: the phenomenon of African American
religious broadcasting. We too sing America : racial invisibility,
respectability, and the roots of Black religious broadcasting. Something
within : the cultural sources of Rev. Frederick J. Eikerenkoetter II.
Standing on the promises : diversity and change within contemporary
Black Christian practices. Come, ye disconsolate : the ministry of Bishop
T.D. Jakes. We are soldiers! : the ministry of Bishop Eddie L. Long. Fill
my cup, Lord : the ministry of Pastors Creflo and Taffi Dollar. The
reasons why we sing : the competing rituals of self-affirmation and
social accommodation. Lift every voice : authority, ideology, and the
implications of religious broadcasting for the Black church. Benediction:
Blest be the tie that binds
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Invocation: Time to tune in : the phenomenon of African American
religious broadcasting -- We too sing America : racial invisibility,
respectability, and the roots of Black religious broadcasting --
Something within : the cultural sources of Rev -- Frederick J.
Eikerenkoetter Il. Standing on the promises : diversity and change
within contemporary Black Christian practices -- Come, ye disconsolate
: the ministry of Bishop T.D. Jakes -- We are soldiers! : the ministry of
Bishop Eddie L. Long -- Fill my cup, Lord : the ministry of Pastors
Creflo and Taffi Dollar -- The reasons why we sing : the competing
rituals of self-affirmation and social accommodation -- Lift every voice
: authority, ideology, and the implications of religious broadcasting for
the Black church -- Benediction: Blest be the tie that binds.

Through their constant television broadcasts, mass video distributions,
and printed publications, African American religious broadcasters have
a seemingly ubiquitous presence in popular culture. They are on par
with popular entertainers and athletes in the African American
community as cultural icons even as they are criticized by others for
taking advantage of the devout in order to subsidize their lavish
lifestyles.For these reasons questions abound. Do televangelists
proclaim the message of the gospel or a message of greed? Do they
represent the "authentic" voice of the black church or the Christian
Right in blackface? Does the phenomenon reflect orthodox
"Christianity" or ethnocentric "Americaninity” wrapped in religious
language?Watch This! seeks to move beyond such polarizing debates
by critically delving into the dominant messages and aesthetic styles of
African American televangelists and evaluating their ethical
implications.



