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Sommario/riassunto Named by Newsweek magazine to its list of "Fifty Books for Our Time."
For sixteen years William Whyte walked the streets of New York and



other major cities. With a group of young observers, camera and
notebook in hand, he conducted pioneering studies of street life,
pedestrian behavior, and city dynamics. City: Rediscovering the Center
is the result of that research, a humane, often amusing view of what is
staggeringly obvious about the urban environment but seemingly
invisible to those responsible for planning it.Whyte uses time-lapse
photography to chart the anatomy of metropolitan congestion. Why is
traffic so badly distributed on city streets? Why do New Yorkers walk so
fast-and jaywalk so incorrigibly? Why aren't there more collisions on
the busiest walkways? Why do people who stop to talk gravitate to the
center of the pedestrian traffic stream? Why do places designed
primarily for security actually worsen it? Why are public restrooms
disappearing? "The city is full of vexations," Whyte avers: "Steps too
steep; doors too tough to open; ledges you cannot siton. . . . Itis
difficult to design an urban space so maladroitly that people will not
use it, but there are many such spaces.” Yet Whyte finds
encouragement in the widespread rediscovery of the city center. The
future is not in the suburbs, he believes, but in that center. Like a
Greek agora, the city must reassert its most ancient function as a place
where people come together face-to-face.
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How do films work? How do they tell a story? How do they move us and
make us think? Through detailed examinations of passages from classic
films, Marilyn Fabe supplies the analytic tools and background in film
history and theory to enable us to see more in every film we watch.



Ranging from D. W. Griffith's The Birth of a Nation to James Cameron's
Avatar, and ending with an epilogue on digital media, Closely Watched
Films focuses on exemplary works of fourteen film directors whose
careers together span the history of the narrative film. Lively and
down-to-earth, this concise introduction provides a broad, complete,
and yet specific picture of visual narrative techniques that will increase
readers' excitement about and knowledge of the possibilities of the film
medium. Shot-by-shot analyses of short passages from each film
ground theory in concrete examples. Fabe includes original and well-
informed discussions of Soviet montage, realism and expressionism in
film form, classical and modern sound theory, the classic Hollywood
film, Italian neorealism, the French New Wave, auteur theory,
modernism and postmodernism in film, political cinema, feminist film
theory and practice, and narrative experiments in new digital media.
Encompassing the earliest silent films as well as those that exploit the
most recent technological innovations, this book gives us the
particulars of how film-arguably the most influential of contemporary
forms of representation-constitutes our pleasure, influences our
thoughts, and informs our daily reality. Updated to include a discussion
of 3-D and advanced special effects, this tenth anniversary edition is an
essential film studies text for students and professors alike.
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relevant to aging and the life course. Journal content reflects the wide-
ranging research interests of GSA members.
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