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Perhaps the most commonly held assumption in the field of
development is that middle classes are the bounty of economic
modernization and growth. As countries gradually transcend their
agrarian past and become urbanized and industrialized, so the logic
goes, middle classes emerge and gain in number, complexity, cultural
influence, social prominence, and political authority. Yet this is only
half the story. Middle classes shape industrial and economic
development, they are not merely its product; the particular ways in
which middle classes shape themselves - and the ways historical
conditions shape them - influence development trajectories in multiple
ways. This is the story of South Korea's and Taiwan's economic
successes and Argentina’'s and Mexico's relative 'failures’ through an
examination of their rural middle classes and disciplinary capacities.
Can disciplining continue in a context where globalization squeezes
middle classes and frees capitalists from the state and social contracts
in which they have been embedded?
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The aim of this book is to provide clinicians and medical students with
basic knowledge of the most common neurosurgical disorders. There is
a vast array of signs and symptoms that every clinician should
recognize as neurosurgical affectations, allowing them to identify when
to refer the patient to a neurosurgeon. In this text, the editors intend to
bridge the gap between clinical medicine and neurosurgery, making



neurosurgical practice understandable to a wider medical public. The
book provides a smooth transition from neuroanatomy,
neurophysiology and neurological examination to neurosurgery,
focusing more on the knowledge underlying neurosurgical practice
rather than on surgical technique. The core of the book is composed of
chapters discussing each of the most important medical conditions that
deserve neurosurgical intervention, providing key information on
diagnosis, clinical aspects, disease management, surgical procedures
and prognosis. Moreover, complementary discussion of the frontiers
and advances in neurosurgery are also covered. In this sense, this book
has two main goals and intended audiences. First, and primarily, it is
intended for clinicians in a wide array of non-surgical medical
specialties (such as general practitioners, neurologists, pediatricians,
oncologists and others) aiming to give an overview on important
characteristics and initial management of the most prevalent disorders
treated by neurosurgeons. Second, and to a lesser degree, it is
intended to be used as a practical guide for medical students who are
initiating their study in neurosurgical sciences. Fundamentals of
Neurosurgery — A Guide for Clinicians and Medical Students intends to
be a comprehensive guide for all non-neurosurgeons who want to
broaden their knowledge of neurosurgery. .



