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The subject of this piece of work is the combination of the modal
particles ja and doch, halt and eben as well as doch and auch. Based on
empirical investigation (acceptability studies, corpus searches) and a
formal modelling of the meaning of the single particles as well as their
sequences within the discourse model by Farkas & Bruce (2010), this
work proposes an iconic explanation of the observed sequencing
preferences. It is argued that the preferred sequences show the
unmarked orders. However, one should act on the assumption that
marked sequences exist as well. These are less acceptable, occur more
infrequently and are restricted to certain contexts. These contexts are
identified and integrated into the explanation of the preferences.



