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"The 20th century is sometimes said to be the century of the family
farm. Although the countryside changed fundamentally, the farming
family - consisting of husband, wife and children - is often seen as
intact. However, all farms were not driven by families of the traditional
type. One alternative was that two or more of the children took over the
farm together, continued to live in the same household and remained
unmarried. But how common were such sibling farms? How did they
work and what were the motives behind the siblings' choice to live
together?

Based on household analyzes, government reports and interviews,
historian Martin Dackling in Instead of marriage sketches the history of
the sibling farms. He shows that they were neither unusual nor remains
of an older peasant society. From the beginning of the 19th century, it
became increasingly common for brothers and sisters to take over the
farm together and in the 1930s and 1940s sibling farms were a
common feature of Swedish countryside. However, after 1950 they
became increasingly unusual. The book discusses why the sibling farms
arose and Dackling points to cultural, social and economic



explanations. An important circumstance was also that most of the
siblings remained unmarried. Love relations were not missing, but
marriage was difficult to combine with siblings living in the same
household. Love relations and sibling relations were in a complicated
correlation with each other, and on many farms, living with siblings
became an alternative to marriage.
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