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L'idée esthétique résiste-t-elle a I'existence de formes hétérogénes ?
L'attrait de I'hybride, dont témoignent des performances plastiques et
théatrales ou simplement des ceuvres de littérature hantées par la
peinture et la musique, nous contraint-il a résilier une pensée unitaire
du principe d'art ? C'est autour des rapports entre art et pratiques
d'ceuvres, entre systéme esthétique et transactions artistiques que
tournent les textes rassemblés ici, et les débats auxquels ils ont donné
lieu. Hybride et cependant concerté, a Iimage méme d'un objet non
unifiable, ce livre interroge les désaccords qui se sont noués,
historiguement et philosophiguement, entre |'art et son concept.
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Takuboku, modern poet -- Takuboku in Tokyo -- Takuboku the
schoolteacher -- Exile to Hokkaido -- Hakodate and Sapporo --
Takuboku in Otaru -- A winter in Kushiro -- A poet once again --
Takuboku joins the Asahi -- The Romaji diary -- The sorrow of
Takuboku and Setsuko -- Failure and success -- Takuboku on poetry
-- The high treason trial -- The last days -- Takuboku's life after
death.

Many books in Japanese have been devoted to the poet and critic
Ishikawa Takuboku (1886-1912). Although he died at the age of
twenty-six and wrote many of his best-known poems in the space of a



few years, his name is familiar to every literate Japanese. Takuboku's
early death added to the sad romance of the unhappy poet, but there
has been no satisfactory biography of his life or career, even in
Japanese, and only a small part of his writings have been translated. His
mature poetry was based on the work of no predecessor, and he left no
disciples. Takuboku stands unique.Takuboku's most popular poems,
especially those with a humorous overlay, are often read and
memorized, but his diaries and letters, though less familiar, contain

rich and vivid glimpses of the poet's thoughts and experiences. They
reflect the outlook of an unconstrained man who at times behaved in a
startling or even shocking manner. Despite his misdemeanors,
Takuboku is regarded as a national poet, all but a saint to his admirers,
especially in the regions of Japan where he lived. His refusal to conform
to the Japan of the time drove him in striking directions and ranked him
as the first poet of the new Japan.



