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The present volume is entirely dedicated to the investigation of the
implications and effects of breaking ritual rules, of failed performances
and of the extinction of ritual systems. While rituals are often seen as
infallible mechanisms which ‘work’ irrespective of the individual
motivations of the performers, it is clearly visible here that rituals can
fail, and that improper performances do in fact matter. These essays
break new ground in their respective fields and the comparative
analysis of rituals that go wrong introduces new perspectives to ritual
studies. As the first book-length study on ritual mistakes and failure,
this volume begins to fill a significant gap in the existing literature.
Contributors include: Claus Ambos, Christiane Brosius, Johanna Buss,
Burckhard Dücker, Christoph Emmrich, Brigitta Hauser-Schäublin,
Maren Hoffmeister, Ute Hüsken, Brigitte Merz, Axel Michaels, Karin
Polit, Michael Rudolph, Edward L. Schieffelin, Jan A.M. Snoek, Eftychia
Stavrianopoulou, and Jan Weinhold.
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H.264 Advanced Video Coding or MPEG-4 Part 10 is fundamental to a
growing range of markets such as high definition broadcasting,
internet video sharing, mobile video and digital surveillance. This book
reflects the growing importance and implementation of H.264 video
technology. Offering a detailed overview of the system, it explains the
syntax, tools and features of H.264 and equips readers with practical
advice on how to get the most out of the standard. Packed with clear
examples and illustrations to explain H.264 technology in an accessible
and practical way. Covers basic video coding concepts, video formats
and visual quality. Explains how to measure and optimise the
performance of H.264 and how to balance bitrate, computation and
video quality. Analyses recent work on scalable and multi-view versions
of H.264, case studies of H.264 codecs and new technological
developments such as the popular High Profile extensions. An
invaluable companion for developers, broadcasters, system integrators,
academics and students who want to master this burgeoning state-of-
the-art technology. "[This book] unravels the mysteries behind the
latest H.264 standard and delves deeper into each of the operations in
the codec. The reader can implement (simulate, design, evaluate,
optimize) the codec with all profiles and levels. The book ends with
extensions and directions (such as SVC and MVC) for further research."
Professor K. R. Rao, The University of Texas at Arlington, co-inventor of
the Discrete Cosine Transform


