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This book is an anthology with a difference. It presents a distinctive
variety of Anglo-Norman works, beginning in the twelfth century and
ending in the nineteenth, covering a broad range of genres and writers,
introduced in a lively and thought-provoking way. Facing-page
translations, into accessible and engaging modern English, are
provided throughout, bringing these texts to life for a contemporary
audience. The collection offers a selection of fascinating passages, and
whole texts, many of which are not anthologised or translated

anywhere else. It explores little-known byways of Arthurian legend and
stories of real-life crime and punishment; women's voices tell history,
write letters, berate pagans; advice is offered on how to win friends and
influence people, how to cure people's ailments and how to keep clear
of the law; and stories from the Bible are retold with commentary,
together with guidance on prayer and confession. Each text is
introduced and elucidated with notes and full references, and the
material is divided into three main sections, based on Dean's
Catalogue: Story (a variety of narrative forms), Miscellany (including
letters, law and medicine, and other non-fiction), and Religious (saints'
lives, sermons, Bible commentary, and prayers). Passages in one genre
have been chosen so as to reflect themes or stories that appear in
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another, so that the book can be enjoyed as a collection or used as a
resource to dip into for selected texts. This anthology is essential
reading for students and scholars of Anglo-Norman and medieval
literature and culture. Wide-ranging and fully referenced, it can be used
as a springboard for further study or relished in its own right by

readers interested to discover Anglo-Norman literature that was written
to amuse, instruct, entertain, or admonish medieval audiences.
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For the faultless function of the immune system, tight regulation of
immune cell activation, immuno-suppression and the strength and
efficiency of the immune response is essential. Immune checkpoint
(ICP) molecules can amplify or dampen signals that lead to the
modulation of specific immune activities. Under physiological
conditions, immune checkpoints are essential to prevent autoimmune
manifestations and to preserve self-tolerance. They help modulate
immune responses by either promoting or inhibiting T-cell activation.
However, in the context of cancer, malignant cells can dysregulate the
expression of immune checkpoint proteins on immune cells in order to
suppress anti-tumor immune responses and to gain immune
resistance. Moreover, tumor cells themselves can also express some
checkpoints proteins, thereby enabling these cells to externally
orchestrate immune regulatory mechanisms. Several recent studies
have confirmed that the expression of immune checkpoints could be an



important prognostic parameter for cancer development and for patient
outcome. Therefore, cancer immunotherapy based on the modulation
of immune checkpoint molecules alone, or in combination with
conventional tumor therapy (chemo- or/and radiotherapy), is now in
focus as a means of developing new therapeutic strategies for different
types of cancer. The two well-known molecules - CTLA4 and PD-1 -
serve as important examples of such checkpoint proteins of important
therapeutic potential. Thus far, inhibitors of CTLA4 and PD-1 have
been approved to treat only a limited number of malignancies (e.g.
malignant Melanoma, Non-Small Cell Lung Cancer). Many others are
currently under investigation and the list of immune checkpoint
molecules for potential therapeutic targeting is still growing. However,
the clinical response to inhibitors of checkpoint molecules is not
sufficient in all cases. Therefore, further studies are needed to improve
our knowledge of such immunomodulatory proteins and their
associated signaling pathways. Several key signaling pathways which
are involved in the regulation of expression of checkpoint molecules in
immune cells and in cancer cells have already been identified including
MAPK, PI3K, NF-kB, JAKs and STATSs. These (and future discovered)
signaling pathways could give rise to the development of new
strategies for modulating the expression of ICPs and thereby,
improving anti-cancer immune responses. The main aim of the
Research Topic is to collect novel findings from scientists involved in
basic research on immune checkpoints as well as in translational
studies investigating the use of checkpoint inhibtors in immunotherapy
in experimental settings. We welcome the submission of Review, Mini-
Review and Original Research articles that cover the following topics: 1.
Molecular mechanisms underlying regulation of ICP expression in
immune and/or cancer cells. 2. Characterization of signaling pathways
downstream ICP molecules. 3. Cellular responses to ICP blockade. 4.
Identification of new compounds interfering with ICP expression and/or
signaling. 5. ICP-mediated interactions between cancer cells and
immune cells. 6. Functional links between ICP and
cytokines/chemokines. 7. Molecular mechanisms of ICP inhibition in
the context of experimental cancer immunotherapy.



