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Part 1. Brokenness -- Racism and xenophobia: the role of the church in
South Africa -- Bonhoeffer and costly reconciliation in South Africa -
through the lens of the South African Truth and Reconciliation
Commission -- Ecodomy: taking risks and oversteping boundaries in
the book of Ruth -- Prophetic dialogue: the quest for religious leaders
seeking reconciliation -- Voicing God: theological junction to economic
issues -- Part 2. Wholeness --Postfoundational ubuntu accepts the
unwelcomed (by way of ‘process' transversality) -- Contribution from
Proverbs and Daniel to reflection of ecodomy -- Versoening en die
Nederduitse Gerformeerde Kerk: Die Algemende Sinode van 1994 as
baken vir 'n lewe van volheid -- Let us play: (un)shackling liaisons, (un)
masking games and (un)hindered dialogue in the arena where theology
takes place -- Life in its unfullness: revisiting (LK 11:8) in the light of
papyrological evidence.

This book provides a coherent and conceptual portrayal of aspects of
the theological research theme, entitled Ecodomy (literally meaning to
'build a house"). In its figurative meaning the term Ecodomy addresses
the theme, 'life in its fullness'. This fullness of life entails a polarity
which is inherently part of life, namely its brokenness and its
wholeness. From various theological disciplines, namely Old Testament
Studies, New Testament Studies, Systematic Theology, Church History



and Practical Theology, both the brokenness and wholeness are
addressed theologically. Every chapter focuses on a specific theological
discipline, while the combination of theological disciplines, addresses
the brokenness and wholeness of life as coherent concept. One pole
does not exclude the other. Brokenness is visible in current or recent
very relevant societal challenges, such as racism and xenophobia,
apartheid, foreignness and exclusivism, leadership crises and violence.
In contrast, wholeness is embedded in themes such as the African
concept of ubuntu, a life of faith and wisdom, reconciling leadership, or
transforming space and community. Ultimately, a Greek term
(persistence) is connected to the meaning of Ecodomy and 'life in its
fullness'. Several methodologies have been used in the different
contributions of the book. Every theological discipline applies a
different methodology for the purpose of exposing a specific topic or
research theme. In general, the contributions in this book follow a
combination of a literature study with the further application of
diachronic and synchronic exegetical methods. In addition, single
contributions follow an own hermeneutical approach. Not one single
contribution, but a combination of different theological disciplines,
which form the concepts of brokenness and wholeness (life in its
fullness), which expose the polarity of life, are included in this book. In
its exposed interdisciplinary interwovenness, the book provides a
tapestry of how different theological disciplines are combined into a
single theme and how they contribute together by means of theological
analyses and attempted building blocks to build the broken 'houses' of
societal structures or human life. The book contributes to selected
aspects of broken life in society and the healing experiences of human
life. Several themes touch on recent and relevant challenges which have
contributed to the brokenness of life. Not only in South Africa, but
globally these are currently relevant themes. They include realities of
racism and xenophobia, apartheid, foreignness and exclusivism,
leadership crises and violence. With the focus on wholeness, specific
attention is given to the African concept of ubuntu, a life of faith and
wisdom, reconciling leadership, and transforming space and society. A
Greek term (insolence as 'in keeping on asking' - Lk 11:8)

illuminates the theme of Ecodomy from the perspective of a parable.
The target audience of the book is academic scholars and theologians,
who specialise in the different fields of Theology, the Humanities and
other Social Sciences. Furthermore, the book is also accessible to
scholars of other academic disciplines outside these disciplines. The
book contains original research and contributions have not been
plagiarised from publications elsewhere.



