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The popular stereotype of the scientist as mad boffin or weedy nerd
has been peddled widely in film and fiction, with the implication that
the world of science is far removed from the intellectual and emotional
messiness of other human activities. In Passionate Minds, distinguished
scientist Lewis Wolpert investigates the style and motivation of some of
the most eminent scientists in the world. In this stimulating collection
of conversations, scientists in fields as diverse as particle physics and
evolutionary biology explore how their backgrounds have shaped their
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Michele Bachelet, Chile's first female president, was elected in 2006
with an explicit gender agenda, promising to appoint new faces
(including women) to her government and implement some positive
gender change. After a period as the first head of UN Women, she was
subsequently reelected for a second term in 2013 with a decisive
majority. This volume focuses on Bachelet's efforts in both her first and
second administrations to introduce progressive measures in Chile and
the constraints that she has faced in a context where both formal and
informal political institutions can act as barriers to change. Written by
leading experts in the field, the chapters highlight both the successes
of Bachelet's governments and also the key battles that Bachelet faced,
for example with regard to reproductive rights, electoral reform, and
social protection.


