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This book is based upon three interrelated open naturalistic studies
conducted to better characterise the motivational orientation of
students in higher education. Open semi-structured individual
interviews were conducted with undergraduates, students at
community colleges and students in taught postgraduate courses in
Hong Kong. The analysis used an exploratory grounded theory
approach and resulted in a motivational orientation framework with six
continua with positive and negative poles. On enrolment students had
positions on the six facets of motivation, which shifted as they
progressed through their degree according to their perceptions of the
teaching and learning environment. The framework can, therefore, be
used to explain both initial decisions to enrol and motivation to
continue studying. The interviews included descriptions of teaching
approaches and learning activities and their effects on motivation. This
made it possible to describe a teaching and learning environment
conducive to motivation, with eight supportive conditions. Each facet of
the teaching and learning environment is illustrated with quotations
from the three groups of students, resulting in a guide to configuring a
teaching and learning environment conducive to motivating students.
The emerging community-college sector in Hong Kong is used as a
case study of the effects on student motivation of the expansion of the
higher education sector through private colleges. Cultural issues are
discussed, particularly the performance of Asian students relative to
those in the West.
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Sommario/riassunto Most of the essays in this volume stem from the special sessions of the
Historiography Seminar of the Canadian Society for Biblical Studies,
held in the late spring of 2007 (University of Saskatchewan). The papers
in these focused sessions dealt with issues of self-identification,
community identity, and ethnicity in Judahite and Yehudite
historiography. The scholars present addressed a range of issues, such
as the understanding, presentation, and delimitation of “Israel” in
various biblical texts, the relationship of Israelites to Judahites in
Judean historical writings, the definition of Israel over against other
peoples, and the possible reasons why the ethnoreligious community
(“Israel”) was the focus of Judahite/Yehudite historiography. Papers
approached these matters from a variety of theoretical and disciplinary
vantage points. For example, some pursued an inner-biblical
perspective (pentateuchal sources/writings, Former Prophets, Latter
Prophets, Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah), while others pursued a cross-
cultural comparative perspective (ancient Near Eastern, ancient Greek
and Hellenistic historiographies, Western and non-Western
historiographic traditions). Still others attempted to relate the material
remains to the question of community identity in northern Israel,
monarchic Judah, and postmonarchic Yehud.
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Ottoman sources and the question of their being purged -- The plan
for the homogenization of Anatolia -- The aftermath of the Balkan wars
and the "emptying" of eastern Thrace and the Aegean littoral in 1913-
14 -- The transformation of Ottoman politics toward the Ottoman
Greeks during the First World War -- The initial phase of anti-Armenian
policy -- Final steps in the decision-making process -- Interior
Ministry documents and the intent to annihilate -- Demographic policy
and the annihilation of the Armenians -- Assimilation : the conversion
and forced marriage of Christian children -- The question of
confiscated Armenian property -- Some official denialist arguments of
the Turkish state and documents from the Ottoman Interior Ministry --
Toward a conclusion.
Introducing new evidence from more than 600 secret Ottoman
documents, this book demonstrates in unprecedented detail that the
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Armenian Genocide and the expulsion of Greeks from the late Ottoman
Empire resulted from an official effort to rid the empire of its Christian
subjects. Presenting these previously inaccessible documents along
with expert context and analysis, Taner Akcam's most authoritative
work to date goes deep inside the bureaucratic machinery of Ottoman
Turkey to show how a dying empire embraced genocide and ethnic
cleansing.   Although the deportation and killing of Armen


