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This edited volume is the result of a collaborative project of Indigenous
graduate education training and higher education-tribal institution
partnerships in the southwestern United States. We feature the work of
interdisciplinary scholars writing about local peoples, issues, and
knowledges that demonstrate rich linkages between universities and
Indigenous communities. Collectively, as Indigenous peoples writing,
this work takes the opportunity to explore why and how Indigenous
peoples are working to reframe dominant limits of our power and to
shift educational efforts from the colonial back to an Indigenous center.
These efforts reflect a conscientious practice to maintain Indigenous
worldviews through diverse yet unified approaches aimed at serving
Indigenous peoples and places. “The luminous Indigenous scholarship
contained here comes to us as a rare gift. The voices of Pueblo
intellectuals speak to the profoundly innovative Indigenous doctoral
cohort model they co-developed with Liz Sumida Huaman and Bryan
Brayboy of Arizona State University. They also instruct us in the
richness of their contemporary, community-based research, rooted in
the ‘creative genius of our ancestors,’ as Karuk scholar Julian Lang
evocatively described Indigenous epistemologies.” — K. Tsianina
Lomawaima, Professor & Distinguished Scholar of Indigenous
Education, School of Social Transformation, Arizona State University
“The editors and writers reveal identity and sense of place as
indigenous people from their own native perspectives rooted in both
their spirit and in their place in the academy. As indigenous people, we
strive for the academy to belong to us without the definitions and
framework of colonization. This book contributes to our ownership of
the academy as a place where we belong with all the knowledge of our
ancestors and the promises of the future embedded in what we learn
and what we teach.” — Cheryl Crazy Bull, President & CEO, American
Indian College Fund “The depth and breadth of knowledge of the
editors in Indigenous education and their ability to apply the
knowledge to produce practical outcomes and benefits to our
Indigenous communities on the ground comes through in this book. It
transforms ideas into action and demonstrates the ‘blisters on the
authors’ hands’ based experiences that delineate Indigenous Leaders
from Indigenous Academics in my view. Indigenous Leaders enact their
research into real outcomes for the people on the ground and don’t
just write about the issues challenging our peoples.” — Bentham Atirau
Ohia, President AMO-Advancement of Maori Opportunity & and AlO-
Americans for Indian Opportunity Board member.



