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This book examines the COVID-19 pandemic through socioeconomic
lens that draw on history, approaches to state-market relations, and
public policy perspectives In 2020, the world experienced the worst
pandemic since the outbreak of the Spanish Flu of 1918, which
continues to have far[1]reaching implications for the global economy
and triggered macro-economic dislocations that severely affected the
most vulnerable countries and segments of society. This book was
conceived as a response to the disruptive shifts induced by the
pandemic, with a particular focus on South Africa. International
experience has shown that countries and societies that have gone
through tough economic times, either as a consequence of wars or
economic depressions, have responded to crises by enacting unpopular
policy measures based on difficult tradeoffs, which often made way for
innovation. The authors outline policy responses to the COVID-19 crisis
and propose several interventions to mitigate its effects. These include
developing innovative approaches to fiscal and monetary policies,
labour market policies, industrial policies, as well as social policies.
Building state capabilities, improving the governance and performance
of state institutions, and managing digital change are some of the clear
policy interventions that are laid out in this book. Mzukisi Qobo is Head
of School at the Wits School of Governance, University of the
Witwatersrand, South Africa. Mills Soko is Professor of International
Business and Strategy at the Wits Business School, University of the
Witwatersrand, South Africa. Nomfundo Xenia Ngwenya is Visiting
Research Fellow at the Wits School of Governance, University of the
Witwatersrand, South Africa. She is also Managing Director at NXN
Analytics.
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Web, social media and communities.-Gesture and motion-based
interaction.-Expressions and emotions recognition and
psychophisiological monitoring.-Technologies for learning and
creativity -- Health applications -- Location-based and navigation
applications -- Smart environments and the Internet of Things.-Design
and evaluation case studies.

This is the second volume of the two-volume set (CCIS 617 and CCIS



618) that contains extended abstracts of the posters presented during
the 18th International Conference on Human-Computer Interaction,
HCII 2016, held in Toronto, Canada, in July 2016. The total of 1287
papers and 186 posters presented at the HCIl 2016 conferences was
carefully reviewed and selected from 4354 submissions. These papers
address the latest research and development efforts and highlight the
human aspects of design and use of computing systems. The papers
thoroughly cover the entire field of Human-Computer Interaction,
addressing major advances in knowledge and effective use of
computers in a variety of application areas. The papers included in this
volume are organized in the following topical sections: web, social
media and communities; gesture and motion-based interaction;
expressions and emotions recognition and psychophysiological
monitoring; technologies for learning and creativity;health applications;
location-based and navigation applications; smart environments and
the Internet of Things; design and evaluation case studies.



