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This book explains how income growth and better environmental
qualities go hand in hand, and reviews the drivers and barriers to
sustainable innovation on the basis of real-life cases. It discusses why
innovation-based income growth reduces environmental impacts and
how the huge global markets for sustainable innovation are currently
hampered by protectionist policies. Subsequently, diverse sustainable
innovators are presented in ascending order of the complexity of
interactions between innovators and stakeholders. In this context,
innovating consumers who create communities of peers in solar
powered mobility are examined in the first case. It also focuses on
regional tacit inventors, who spur innovation in tourism mobility thanks
to the informal policies but whose efforts are obstructed by the
formalities of the European Union. Artists with an interest in both
innovations and the environment develop art services that deliver
experiences of environmental qualities. Though these experiences have
gone unrecognised so far, they are nonetheless socially beneficial. The
book also shows how technology suppliers develop four different
patterns of sanitation, each with its own pros and cons for the specific
community’s needs and conditions. It discusses how project developers
also make innovations in office systems, including socially beneficial
ones that do away with the need to commute. It includes an analysis of
interactions between consumers pursuing ethical consumption and
international trailblazers in corporate responsibility and concludes that
it is more rewarding to support social entrepreneurs than to attempt to
moralise consumers. Further analysis of interactions between
sustainable investors and innovators reveals different groups’ opinions
about policies and markets, helping to explains their weak influence on
policies. Mushrooming local energy initiatives are now evolving into
energy service companies, producing shifts on energy markets. Why
these innovators emerge and how certain policies are blocking them
are explained. The policies of the United States and European Union are
compared with regard to the main barriers to, and drivers of, the
renewable energy business. Though the US invests more money and
takes more risks, it is less cost-effective in terms of the number of
enterprises and jobs, thanks to the feed-in tariffs in Europe. Lastly, the
book also discusses policies that invest in education, skills, knowledge
and know-how exchange, but instead abolish perverse subventions of
vested interests to create conditions for sustainable development.


