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The economy of textiles provides insight into the fabric of social
relations, local and global politics, and diverse ideologies. Textile
production and exchange represent a key node for the intersections of
multiple aspects of ancient and modern economies, including social-
class relations, gender, tourism, exchange, commerce, and transpolity
relationships. A political economy of textiles, discussed from a broad
interdisciplinary perspective, offers ways to understand cloth and
clothing as parts of mutually constitutive processes that shape and
reflect economic practices, cult
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One of the widely acknowledged consequences of the economic
reforms in China over the past four decades has been widened social-
gender gap and hence increased gender inequalities. In recent years,
there is a rising concern of inequality in China and a mounting
intellectual reflection and critique of the growth-focused development
path China has followed so far. This collection can be seen as a part of
this critique, but the focus is on gender and various forms of inequality
pertaining to gender and gender relations. The book shows how
various gender inequality issues are approached and analysed in the
location of China by Chinese gender/social science scholars and how
studies of gender inequality constitutes an astute critique of the neo-
liberal capitalist development in China. The book brings forth a
distinctive gender perspective to the Chinese intellectual and political
analysis of social inequality and a Chinese perspective to the bulks of
international scholarship on gender inequality in China.


