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Logos, trademarks, national insignia, brand names, celebrity images,
design patents, and advertising texts are vibrant signs in a consumer
culture governed by a regime of intellectual property laws. In The
Cultural Life of Intellectual Properties, professor of law and cultural
anthropologist Rosemary J. Coombe brings an illuminating
ethnographic approach to an analysis of authorship and the role law
plays in shaping the various meanings that animate these protected
properties in the public sphere.Although such artifacts are ubiquitous
in contemporary culture, little attention has been paid to the impact of
intellectual property law in everyday life or to how ownership of specific
intellectual properties is determined and exercised. Drawing on a wide
range of cases, disputes, and local struggles, Coombe examines these
issues and dismantles the legal assumption that the meaning and value
of a text or image is produced exclusively by an individual author or
that authorship has a single point of origin. In the process, she
examines controversies that include the service of turbanned Sikhs in
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and the use of the term Olympic in
reference to the proposed gay Olympic Games. Other chapters discuss
the appropriation of such celebrity images as the Marx brothers, Judy
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Garland, Dolly Parton, James Dean, and Luke Skywalker; the conflict
over team names such as the Washington Redskins; and the opposition
of indigenous peoples to stereotypical Native American insignia
proffered by the entertainment industry. Ultimately, she makes a case
for redefining the political in commodified cultural environments.
Significant for its insights into the political significance of current
intellectual property law, this book also provides new perspectives on
debates in cultural anthropology, cultural studies, and political theory.
It will therefore interest both a wide scholarly and a general audience.
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Embracing Age: How Catholic Nuns Became Models of Aging Well
examines a community of individuals whose aging trajectories contrast
mainstream American experiences. In mainstream American society,
aging is presented as a "problem," a state to be avoided as long as
possible, a state that threatens one's ability to maintain independence,
autonomy, control over one's surroundings. Aging "well" (or avoiding
aging) has become a twenty-first century American preoccupation.
Embracing Age provides a window into the everyday lives of American
Catholic nuns who experience longevity and remarkable health and
well-being at the end of life. Catholic nuns aren't only healthier in older
age, they are healthier because they practice a culture of acceptance
and grace around aging. Embracing Age demonstrates how aging in the
convent becomes understood by the nuns to be a natural part of the
life course, not one to be feared or avoided. Anna I. Corwin shows
readers how Catholic nuns create a cultural community that provides a
model for how to grow old, decline, and die that is both embedded in
American culture and quite distinct from other American models. Open
access edition funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities.
The text of this book is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution
NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License: https:
//creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


