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Representations of forensic procedures saturate popular culture in both
fiction and true crime. One of the most striking forensic tools used in
these narratives is the chemical luminol, so named because it glows an
eerie greenish-blue when it comes into contact with the tiniest drops of
human blood. Luminol is a deeply ambivalent object: it is both a tool

of the police, historically abused and misappropriated, and yet it offers
hope to families of victims by allowing hidden crimes to surface.
Forensic enquiry can exonerate those falsely accused of crimes, and yet
the rise of forensic science is synonymous with the development of the
deeply racist ‘science’ of eugenics. Luminol Theory investigates the
possibility of using a tool of the state in subversive, or radical, ways. By
introducing luminol as an agent of forensic inquiry, Luminol Theory
approaches the exploratory stages that a crime scene investigation
might take, exploring experimental literature as though these texts
were ‘crime scenes’ in order to discover what this deeply strange object
can tell us about crime, death, and history, to make visible violent
crimes, and to offer a tangible encounter with death and finitude. At

the luminol-drenched crime scene, flashes of illumination throw up



words, sentences, and fragments that offer luminous, strange
glimpses, bobbing up from below their polished surfaces. When

luminol shines its light, it reveals, it is magical, it is prescient, and it
has a nasty allure.



