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The Stryker brigade, one of the Army's newest units, has a full
complement of Army digital networked communications and battle
command systems. An important issue for the Department of Defense
and the Army is whether these networking capabilities translate into an
information advantage and, if so, whether that advantage results in
greater mission effectiveness in stability operations. To answer those
two questions, the authors compare three units that operated in the
same area in Iraq's northern provinces between 2003 and 2005: the
101st Airborne Division (ABD) (which had only limited digital
communications), the 3/2 Stryker brigade combat team (SBCT), and the
1/25 SBCT (both equipped with digital networks) and finds that
leadership, training, and tactics and procedures are just as important
as networking capabilities for improving mission effectiveness in
stability operations.


