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The feeling of insecurity is a little known phenomenon that has been
only partially explored by social sciences. However, it has a deep social,
cultural and economic impact and may even contribute to define the
very structures of the state. In Latin America, fear of crime has become
an important stumbling block in the region's process of
democratization. After long spells of dictatorships and civil wars,
violence in the region was supposed to be under control yet crime rates
have continued to skyrocket and citizens remain fearful. This analytical
puzzle has troubled researchers and to date
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natureza. A paisagem, com efeito, antes de ser uma representacao
artistica e uma experiencia estetica, e um lugar, e um espaco
circunscrito que o olhar humano abarca e contempla e sobre o qual o
sujeito desse olhar projecta a sua sensibilidade, o seu desejo, a sua
experiencia vital, o seu conhecimento do mundo e a sua memoria
cultural. Por outras palavras, a paisagem como experiencia estetica e
uma construcao complexamente dialogica, porque a natureza objecto
desse olhar e em geral uma natureza transformada e replasmada pela
civilizacao e pelo tempo historico e porque essa natureza, como
escreveu o filosofo genebrino H.F. Amiel, num passo celebre dos
Fragments d'un journal intime, e "lida" atraves dum estado de alma e
como um estado de alma.
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Sommario/riassunto Throughout their lifetime, animals learn to associate stimuli with their
consequences. Following memory acquisition and consolidation,
circumstances may arise that necessitate that initially learned behaviour
is no longer relevant. The ensuing process is called extinction learning
and involves a novel and complex learning procedure that involves a
large number of neural entities. While the neural fundaments of the
initial acquisition are well studied, our understanding of the
behavioural and neural basis of extinction is still limited and derives
mostly from rodent data acquired through fear conditioning paradigms.
Fear conditioning and extinction in rodents is a spectacularly successful
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paradigm within behavioral neuroscience. However, in recent years,
new approaches have been emerging that examine the mechanisms of
extinction learning in different setting that also involve appetitive
models, a broader comparative perspective, a focus on other brain
systems, an examination of hormonal factors, and conditioning of
immune responses. Only a broader analysis of the neural fundaments
of extinction learning will finally uncover shared and distinct
mechanisms that underlie extinction learning in different functional
systems. The papers compiled in this Research Topic offer new and
valuable insights into the mechanisms and functional implementation
of extinction learning at its different levels of complexity, and form the
basis for new concepts and research ideas in this field.


